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Our Mission Statement


The City of Northville Middle Rouge River Restoration Task Force will 


develop a strategic framework to improve the ecological health of 


the river and its tributaries within the City and to expand community 


access and recreation with a network of parks, trails, and pathways 


called The Riverwalk.







Goals and Objectives


Restore, preserve, 
and protect


Restore, preserve, 
and protect the 
Middle Rouge 
River and its 
tributaries within 
the City of 
Northville. 


Enable


Enable a network 
of linked non-
motorized 
pathways and trails 
to improve access 
to the river and 
connect the City to 
nearby regional 
recreation areas.


Generate


Generate 
opportunities that 
provide economic 
and recreational 
benefits for the 
City. 


Develop


Develop a strategic 
framework plan 
through 
collaboration with 
concept plans and 
operational & 
funding options.







OUR TEAM


Snyder


Mark Nickita


Raymond Krahe


Diane Pittaway


Gary & 


Nancy 


Jeffers 


Nathan Reilly


Bill Phillips







Mapping


A geographic information 


system (GIS) is a system 


designed to capture, store, 


manipulate, analyze, 


manage, and present all 


types of geographical data.


❖ All maps created by 


John Roby
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Real Estate Inventory: Riparian Landowners 


❖ Special Thanks:


Rick Birdsall and   


Barbara Moroski-Browne 


March 


2021







Parcel List of Property Owners
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Mapping 


Historic Sites
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In Our Future: Virtual Historic Site Tours
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Benchmarking:  Birmingham Riverwalk Tour 


January 9, 2021
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Benchmarking:  Dexter Mill Creek Riverwalk Tour 


May 22, 2021


Artwork, trolls & a historian
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Benchmarking:  Brighton Riverwalk Tour


September 18, 2021
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Collaborative Planning


U.S. Army Corp 
of Engineers 


Michigan State 
University 


Mill Race Village 


Mobility 
Network Team  


Northville 
Township 


Northville Parks 
& Recreation


Ford Field Task 
Force 


SEMCOG 







May 2, 2021


Great Lakes Fishery and 


Ecosystem Restoration Program


Key Learnings: 


▪ Two-year lead time on funding


▪ Unfavorable to projects 


downstream from mill ponds  


▪ Must have fish passageway


Other programs to look into:


▪ Great Lakes Legacy


▪ Rouge Areas of Concern 


▪ Sediment Remediation  


Collaboration – U.S. Army Corps of Engineers







Site Condition Inventory and 
Analysis


1. Data collection


2. Mapping


3. Site analysis illustration


4. Concept Plan Development 


April 22, 2021


Collaboration –


MSU Landscape 


Architecture Class







Mill Race Village Green Initiative







Don Webb, Bill Stockhausen, Nancy Darga, and 


Juliana Cerra


Subsurface Detention examples suggested by 


Don Webb for parking lot stormwater.


Collaboration – Northville Historical Society


May 31, 2021
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Collaboration – Sustainability Team







• A document that provides a roadmap of steps to achieve stated goals 


& objectives


• Analyzes site conditions, challenges and opportunities


• Identifies projects


• Supports the ability to pursue public and private funding opportunities
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What is a Framework Plan?
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Site Conditions: Examples


Aquatic Life


Fish, Frogs, Toads, 


Bottom Dwelling Species 
Sediment Deposition Outfall Locations


Streambank 


Conditions
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Challenges:  Examples


“Flashy” Stream FlowsErosion & Slope Stability Invasive Species
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Key Project Sites


1
4


2


5


3


7


6


10


12


9


8


1. Seven Mile Path to Maybury State Park


2. Johnson Creek Riverwalk


3. Northville Farmers’ Market 


4. Seven Mile Path to Legacy Park 


5. Northville Downs


6. Foundry Flask


7. Ford Field East


8. Ford Field West 


9. Mill Race Village 


10. Upper Mill Pond 


11. Mill Pond Trail


12. Historic Sites Markers


11
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Key Projects 1-4


1.  Seven Mile Path to Maybury State Park 2. Johnson Creek Riverwalk


4.  Seven Mile Path to Legacy Park 3. Northville Farmers’ Market


3
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Key Projects - 5 


5a. Northville Downs River Park and Daylighting


• Features 12-acre park


• Riverwalk provides connectivity between Foundry Flask,    


Ford Field and Hines Park


• River channel reduces flooding. Able to contain 100-


year storm.


• Relocation of above-ground sanitary sewer pipe below        


the streambank.


5b. Research Preservation of Historic Log Cabin


5c. Reduce Downstream Flooding


• Overall site design has significant amount of 


greenspace.


• Discharge to Johnson Creek and West Branch will be 


reduced from well over 30 million gallons to estimated 
120,000 gallons (assuming annual rainfall of 33”)
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Key Projects – 6 & 7


6a.  Foundry Flask Riverwalk


6b.  Slope Stabilization


7a.  Ford Field East Master Plan


7b.  Riverwalk


7c.  Lower Mill Pond Restoration
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Key Projects - 8


Ford Field West


8a.  Master Plan Update


8b.  Ford Field Gateway


8c.  Fort Griswold


8d.  Restroom & Picnic Shelter


8e.  Riverwalk Renovation


8f.   Randolph Drain Serenity


Point  & River Stabilization
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Key Projects 9 -11


9


10


11


9.     Mill Race Village Green Initiative


10.   Upper Mill Pond Master Plan


11.    Mill Pond Trail to Rotary Park







Alliance of Rouge Communities $ 40,000 
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Grants:  MI-DEQ Non-Point Pollution Resubmittal







September 8, 2021


Grants:  American Rescue Plan,  Wayne County Submittal   


Project cost  $ 7,280,000


Engineering Fees Paid 


to Date  ($413,826) 


Donated Land $ 3,400,000


Wayne County request $ 2,000,000


Grants & Foundation Support   $ 1,880,000







1. Complete the Framework Plan 


2. Amend the Parks & Recreation Master Plan 


3. Test for Sanitary Connections Along Seven Mile


4. Finalize the Master Project List 
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Next Steps







THANK YOU 


The  Northville River Restoration Task Force 






